Jerry Landwer was born and spent his early years in Elgin, IL, and surrounding communities. Until the 4th grade, he attended a two-room school in Gilberts, IL (population 150), where there was no organized physical education, only morning and afternoon recess. Landwer credits his childhood participation in gymnastics, wrestling, and team sports provided by the Elgin Turnverein and YMCA as the genesis of his life-long interest in health, sport, fitness, and recreation. Following high school graduation, Landwer enrolled at the University of Nebraska (UNL) intending to major in geology and minor in paleontology, but his love of sports and physical activity was the impetus for him to change his major to physical education. As a UNL student, Landwer was enormously influenced by three outstanding faculty members: J.G. Geier (his gymnastics coach), Carl Wear, (his academic advisor), and Mabel Lee, who, although retired, returned in 1955 to teach history of physical education. Each of these remarkable educators continued to support and shape Landwer’s professional development as he pursued and completed two advanced degrees, a M.P.E .from the University of Nebraska and Ed.D. from the University of Missouri; each was also instrumental in Landwer’s later return to the University of Nebraska as a faculty member. 

After receiving his B.S. degree from UNL, Landwer taught health, biology, physical education, and general science and coached in public schools in Nebraska and Wisconsin. Subsequently Landwer joined the faculty at Northwest Missouri State where he taught anatomy and physiology and coached wrestling. His overall winning percentage of .910 remains the best ever compiled at Northwest Missouri State by any coach; he has since been inducted into the NWMSU M-Club Hall of Fame.

Jerry Landwer, a life member of AAHPERD, is currently a professor of physical education at the University of Nevada – Las Vegas. He previously held administrative positions in higher education as chair of the department at three universities: the Department of Kinesiology at the University of Nevada – Las Vegas; the Department of Kinesiological Studies at Texas Christian University; and the Department of Physical Education for Men at the University of Nebraska. As chair, he was instrumental in creating Departments of Kinesiology at two of these universities.  

Author of numerous publications in professional research journals and five book chapters, Landwer has made scholarly presentations at all levels of our professional organizations. His elected and appointed responsibilities in the state, district, and national Alliance are numerous; some of these include chair of the AAHPERD Strategic Planning Committee; chair of the Sport History Academy of NASPE; member of the AAHPERD Restructuring Committee; president, Southwest District AAHPERD; president, Nevada AHPERD; president-elect, Nebraska AHPERD; AAHPERD Nominating Committee; AAHPERD Delegate Assembly (11 years); NASPE Accreditation Standards Committee; Nevada Journal editor; NAPEHE research associate editor; and NAPEHE vice-president for Projects and Research.  

Landwer has been recognized by his peers for his outstanding leadership and service having received Honor Awards from AAHPERD, Southwest District AAHPERD, Nevada, and Nebraska. He has received numerous other awards in recognition of his meritorious contributions, including the AAHPERD Presidential Citation Award, NASPE Presidential Citation Award, and recognition by the Nevada Board of Regents as an Outstanding Faculty Member in Service to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

